
On Monday, July 25, the Madison County
Chamber of Commerce held it’s annual
meeting at the Lodge Restaurant in Wolf
Laurel. Approximately 61 people attended the
event, hosted by Wolf Laurel’s new Wolf
Ridge Lodge. 

Attendees enjoyed gigantic servings of
ribs, steak or chicken with a baked potato,
salad and dessert. No awards were presented,
instead O’Neal Shelton made a point of
thanking all businesses and members for their
support over the past year. 

This year’s executive committee includes
O’Neal serving a second term as President, Dr.
Connie Buckner serving as Vice-President,
Larry Peek serving as Treasurer, and Simone
Bouyer continuing in her role as Secretary.
Claudia Reavis, who was also present,
continues to serve as the Executive Secretary
of the Chamber.

Newly elected board members include
Lesley King of Zuma Coffee, Elizabeth Tolley
Ayers of the NC Cooperative Extension office,
Robert Kiggins Jr. of Kiggins Insurance, Mike

Thornhill of Mars Hill College, Jennifer
Hampton of Wolf Laurel Slopes, and Paul
Tierney of Peregrine Properties. Incumbents
Dan Gallagher and Richard Rzeszotarski will
continue to serve on the board.

The Madison County Chamber would like
to thank both Jennifer Hampton and the
Lodge Restaurant for a wonderful evening.
Owner Orville English has created a majestic
and unique establishment for all to enjoy. You
won’t want to miss any of our Business After
Hours events to be held later this year. If you
or your business is interested in hosting an
event, please contact Claudia at 689-9351.
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Summer has been active
and I hope prosperous
for Madison County. The
river rafting, farm tours,
hikers, festivals, summer

sports of all kinds have kept us busy. 
The grand opening of Little Pine

Preserve’s Southern Accent Home
brought a great deal of positive media
attention to our area. The summer SART
season has been terrific; my favorite was
the “Shelton Laurel” play, guess why.
The car show in Marshall was also
memorable. Main Street filled with peo-
ple reminded me of the “roaring fifties”
when downtown Marshall would be
packed with people on Saturday. 

Hot Springs has kept their streets
filled as usual with new business ven-
tures, festivals,  restaurants, motorcycle
rallies and many other events. Keep up
the good work! 

Thanks go out to Jennifer Hampton
and Tim Brant at the Wolf Ridge Lodge
for hosting the annual Madison Chamber
of Commerce dinner. A pat on the back
for all the members that attended. Great
food and entertainment was enjoyed by
all, not to mention the fabulous view
from the new ski lodge. 

Congratulations to the Spring Creek
Community on the progress they are
making with the Spring Creek School
property. The new “bandstand” looks
great. Ebbs Chapel is also making great
progress on their community center. The
Wellness Center to be built adjacent to
Madison High will be a huge boost to the
county. The multiple use facility can help
in so many ways. Thanks to the great
community of Madison for a fun and
eventful summer. Now we can put on
our sweaters and have a ball in the fall.

O’Neal Shelton, President 
Madison County Chamber of Commerce

Leading Notes

Chamber members enjoy fine dining at The Lodge Steak and Rib Restaurant. Photo by Steve Duncan.

Submit Your Ads & Corrections 
for the 2006 Business Directory

We are compiling listings and advertisements
for the 2006 Madison County Business
Directory. If you would like to have an ad or
listing in the directory, please submit it before
September 30, 2005 or call 689-9351. 

The Lodge Restaurant Hosts Chamber
of Commerce 2005 Annual Meeting

The Lodge Restaurant Hosts Chamber
of Commerce 2005 Annual Meeting



If you would like to learn more about
Madison County, or if you’d enjoy greet-
ing Madison’s many visitors, please con-
tact Lila Nikla at 689-2582. 

Volunteers are needed to cover three
hour shifts at the Madison County
Visitor’s Center on Anderson Street,
Monday through Saturday mornings, 10
am to 1 pm, or afternoons, 1 to 4 pm.

publicity for our
areas many artists,
crafters, brokers,

realtors, lawyers,
health care providers,

child and elder care
providers, contractors and builders,

small shops, service professionals, and
other local businesses that are often too
small to be able to afford or access such
services on their own.

Dr. Louis is working to recruit at least
100 members from each county by the
end of this year. The Chamber was invit-
ed to become a supporting member for
$120/year to help build the organization.
Membership for businesses will cost
about $20/year. All founding member-
ships will last until January 2007.

Dr. Louis views “Tri-County Micro” as
a formal network for planning, publicity,
and promoting area businesses and
events. The association can be a collec-
tive voice for your small business or fam-
ily owned farm. 

For more information, please call 680-
9747, or email dlouis44@sbcglobal.net.

Madison County Chamber of Commerce
Board Meetings are held the first
Tuesday of each month. Meetings begin
at 8am at the Mashburn Medical Center
in Marshall. All interested parties are
encouraged to attend. 

Upcoming Meetings:

Tuesday, September 6, 2005

Tuesday, October 4, 2005

Tuesday, November 1, 2005

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Chamber Board Meetings

O’Neal Shelton - President
Dr. Connie Buckner - Vice President

Larry Peek - Treasurer
Simone Bouyer - Secretary

Chamber Officers 2005-2006

Promote Madison!
You can help make important contri-

butions to the vitality of Madison County.
Meet and greet folks while you promote
local businesses as a volunteer at the
local farmers market and other area
events. Contact us today! We have every-
thing you need! 689-9351

Dr. Deborah
Louis, grant writer
and community sup-
port services provider,
spoke to the Chamber
board in June about plans to
form the Tri-County Microenterprise
Development Association. She is working
with small businesses, typically with 5 or
less employees, with a net income of
$50,000 or less, in Yancey, Madison and
Mitchell counties. 

The organization will focus on eco-
nomic development, planning and coun-
ty improvements, and may extend into
North Buncombe, in order to include
microenterprises in Leicester and
Barnardsville.

Association founders believe family
owned and small, independent farms and
businesses are vital to our area's liveli-
hood and heritage, and are key to pre-
serving land and supporting families. The
group plans to work for these small busi-
nesses, helping them to apply for grants,
find affordable health insurance and
secure other benefits. The group also
plans to provide consulting services and

Volunteers Needed

Business owners can get instant
access to ideas and information that will
give them a competitive edge at the
PSNC Energy Small Business Resource
Center, an online information center. 

A new url has been created exclu-
sively for North Carolina Chamber mem-
bers. Go to www.business.sbrc.psncener-
gy.com for solutions to your business
questions. The site features weekly ques-
tions and answers from Steven Strauss, a
small business expert, weekly articles by
Aliza Sherman, an expert business-
woman, monthly themes and articles by
the Kaufmann Foundation, and other
valuable special offers. 

PSNC Small Business
Resource Center

Chamber Board Meeting Highlights
- May 2005 - 

• The Chamber’s scholarship agreement
with the Community Foundation will
now allow scholarship funds to be used
for books or other education related
expenses besides tuition and fees.  

Marshall - A grant was received for busi-
ness area redevelopment and revitaliza-
tion. The Land of Sky Regional Planning
Council is working with the town, local
residents, and businesses to make the
area more attractive and economically
viable. Loans could be established for
start-up businesses, facade renovation,
flood proofing and more. Hot Springs
has also been approved for funding. 

The county has purchased 11 acres for
the Cooperative Extension to develop
and remodel. Ross Young is working
hard to create an agricultural center on
the site of the old glove factory near the
Elderberry Nursing Home.

- June 2005 - 

• The Madison County Visitor’s Guide is
published. This 12 page booklet contains
information on accommodations and

attractions for tourists visiting Madison.
Copies are available at the Visitors Center
and at the I-26 Welcome Center. 

The Chamber has over 4,000 copies of
the 2005 Business Directory which need
to be placed in area shops, banks, restau-
rants and other businesses. If you can
help, please pick up a case of the direc-
tories from Claudia at the Visitor’s Center. 

Wolf Laurel Slopes held it’s grand open-
ing on June 24-25. Orville English built
the 22,000 sq. ft. lodge with a scenic 360°
view, ski cabins, and an indoor swim-
ming pool — he is also planning to build
an airstrip for private use.  

- July 2005 - 

• Bob Kiggins will arrange for the WNC
Association of Insurance & Financial
Advisors to address the Chamber board
on September 6, 2005. They will present
information on reduced insurance fees
for Madison County organizations.

The July-August issue of Southern
Accents magazine features 8 pages of
photos of the Preserve at Little Pine’s
new showcase home.

Tri-County
Microenterprise

Development
Association



Friday & Saturday, August 19-20
Oldies Classic Car Show
Held at the Scenic Wolf Mountain Resort
from 10am to 4pm. Vendors, food, music
and a trip back in time.

Friday, September 9
Bye Bye Birdie Golf Tournament
Held at the Wolf Laurel Country Club to
benefit SART. $75 per player or $300 per
foursome. Hole-in-One prizes include a
2005 Honda S-2000 Roadster, a trip to
Ireland, a golf vacation for two, or a set
of golf clubs. Call 680-9772 for more
information. 

Saturday, September 10
Bascom Lamar Lunsford Music Festival
Traditional music and dance celebrating
traditions of Southern Appalachia. Held
at Mars Hill College. Visit www.mhc.edu
for more information.

Saturday, October 1
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Madison Co. Heritage Festival 
Over 50 local craft & food booths.

Traditional mountain music, authentic
craft demonstrations, wood carving,

quilts, pottery, food, lunches & 
baked goods, mountain crafts and
gifts, and an animal petting area. 
At the Gazebo, music singing, 

dancing & jamming.

Saturday, October 22
Madison Celebrates Art Festival

Exhibits of Fine Art, Quilts,
Children’s Art, Silent Auction, Live
Music, Children’s Art Area and the
Madison County Farmers Market! 

Call 649-1301 for more information.

Calendar of Events
The Madison County Chamber of

Commerce awarded its sixth college
scholarship worth $500 at its annual
NC Scholars Breakfast on May 10.
Nathaniel Shelton, son of Ralph and
Karen Shelton of Marshall, received
this year’s scholarship to attend UNCA
in the fall where he will study Health
and Wellness Promotion. Shelton was
selected from the highest number of
applications to date. 

Shelton managed to achieve an
impressive weighted grade point aver-
age (GPA) of 4.548 due to the rigorous
course of study he pursued over his
four years at Madison High. The
Chamber looks for well-rounded stu-
dent performance both in and out of
the classroom which Shelton exhibits
through athletics, leadership as presi-
dent of the Fellowship of Christian

Athletes (FCA), volunteer service, play-
ing the guitar, and working at Ingles. 

Most importantly, the Chamber
seeks students who aspire to live and
work in Madison County. In Shelton’s
essay, he wrote: “Madison County for
me has always been the ideal place to
live and work and if what they say is
true about home being where the heart
is then my heart is definitely in
Madison County.”

The Chamber of Commerce recent-
ly increased its scholarship endowment
to $10,000. If you would like to con-
tribute to the Madison County Chamber
of Commerce Education Scholarship
Endowment Fund, please send your
check to the Madison County Chamber
of Commerce at PO Box 1085, Mars
Hill, NC 28754.

Mars Hill College
Lyceum Series

Check www.mhc.edu/lyceum 
for scheduled performances.

Traditional Music at the Depot
Every Friday, 7pm, Main Street in Marshall. Free,
donations accepted.

Live Country Music and Dance
Every Friday, 7pm, at the Walnut Volunteer Fire
Department, on US Hwy. 25/70 near Walnut.

Live Music at Paddlers Pub
Bluegrass Jam every Friday, 7:30 pm. Various local
bands every Saturday, 7:30 pm. Located on Bridge
Street, in Hot Springs.

Ongoing Events

Madison County Child Care Partners
A program of the Madison County

Partnership for Children and Families
offers child care resources and a referral
service for both parents and child care
providers. Parents can call 649-1364 to
find quality child care providers in either
Madison or Buncombe counties. 

This free service provides parents
with information and answers to the
many questions they may have. What
does quality child care mean? What are
star ratings? Information stations are
located in the Marshall Public Library and
in the lobby of AB-Tech’s Madison cam-
pus. Monthly newsletters and brochures
are available featuring activities, tips and
resources.

Child care providers interested in
operating family child care homes or cen-
ters can call 649-3684 for information
regarding requirements for becoming
licensed. This free service supports cur-
rent and future child care professionals in

their efforts to improve the quality of care
they provide through higher education
and career planning. The program also
offers free training for existing child care
professionals, including monthly in-serv-
ice training sessions on a variety of top-
ics. June Trevor or Laura Jan Howald will
be happy to speak with you and provide
you with answers, printed materials, even
technical assistance. Call Sue Estridge at
649-9615 for more information on local
provider recognition activities. 

Loaner books and videos are also
available for both child care providers
and parents. Check out the collection at
the Marshall Library on children with spe-
cial needs, child care and other parenting
topics and programs. 

Call 649-1364 week-
days from 8am to 5pm.
Experienced counselors

are on hand for advice and support. 

FREE Computer Security Resources
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce has

partnered with Microsoft to bring you free
technology resources to get tips, tricks,
and how-to information you can use right
away to help protect your computers and
your business. 

Learn How to Best:

• Protect your network against the most
common threats 

• Guard valuable business information 

• Thwart viruses and hackers 

Includes an interactive video, sample
security plan template you can download
and adapt to your needs, and  links and
pointers to additional security resources.

For additional information please visit
www.uschamber.com/sb/security/default

Chamber Awards $500 Scholarship
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BULK RATE
U.S.Postage

PAID
Mars Hill NC 28754

Permit #48

PO Box 1085, Mars Hill, NC  28754

Andy Shaw Ford
Owner, Larry Hinton 
Manager, Scottie Wells
233 J. F. Robinson Lane
Mars Hill, NC 28754
828 586-0900
Your area authorized Ford
Dealership. Parts: Service any
make automobile. Sales: New
and used. Leasing.

Appalachian 
Vacations and
Adventures
Deborah DeLisle
PO Box 252
Hot Springs, NC 28743
1-888-404-9622
ncvalley@verizon.net
www.ncvalley.com
Family farm and small town
mountain vacations for
families, couples and friends
visiting Madison County.

Atnegam Farm
Hershel & June Williams
15 Atnegam Lane
Leicester, NC 28748
828 683-3678
Watergarden plants, fish,
succulents (over 50 varieties).
Living wreaths, topiary,
hypertufa and classes.

Appalachian 
Trail Conservancy
Ms. Julie Judkins
160 A. Zillicoa St.
Asheville, NC 28801
828 254-3708
Fax: 828 254-3754
jjudkins@appalachiantrail.org
www.appalachiantrail.org
ATC is a volunteer-based,
non profit organization
dedicated to the preservation
and management of the
Appalachian Trail.

Mrs. Elizabeth Ayers
1087 Lonesome Mountain Rd.
Marshall, NC 28753
(H) 828 656-2394
(W) 828 649-2020
elizabeth-tolley@ncsu.edu
Agricultural extension agent -
Tobacco, livestock, forages,
pesticide and environmental
education.

B&B Printers, Inc.
Mr. Tim Miller
1706 W. State Street
Bristol, TN 37620
800-264-5934
Fax: 423 968-3811
tim@bbprint.com
www.bbprint.com
Full service commercial
printer;. 1-5 color; direct to
plate; electronic prepress;
graphic art design; direct
imaging; mailing services.

Dave Bogin 
Construction Co. LLC
David Bogin
870 Norton Branch Rd.
Marshall, NC 28753
828 689-9991
Fax: 828 689-3530
bogiecrackers@aol.com
Custom home builders
specializing in use of low/no
toxic building materials.
Recently built custom home
featured in nationally
distributed magazine.

Diamond Net Software
Mr. Brian M. Beaudet
2837 Walnut Creek Rd.
Marshall, NC 28753
828 649-3893
Fax: 828 649-9517
bbeaudet@diamondnetsoftware.com
www.diamondnetsoftware.com
Efficient, secure, scalable, high-
performance custom web and
windows applications to make
your business more
productive.

Heaven’s Best
Jamie & Lisa Calloway, 
Dan Hopson
1352 Windswept Ridge Rd.
Marshall, NC 28753
828 380-0092
Fax: 828 649-2159
heavensbestofwnc@gmail.com
www.heavensbest.com
Low moisture cleaning
system. Dry in 1 hour. 100%
Guaranteed. No sticky residue.
Environmentally friendly.

Hot Springs 
Log Cabins, Ltd.
Amy Sumrall and 
Mike De Chant
5830 NC Highway 209
Mail: 924 Roaring Fork Rd.
Hot Springs, NC 28743
828 622-3670
Fax: 828 622-3679
vacation@hotspringslogcabins.com
www.hotspringslogcabins.com
Cozy log cabins for two,
surrounded by the peaks of
Pisgah National Forest, just
outside of Hot Springs, NC.
We feature mountain views,
hot tubs, fireplaces, washer/
dryers and gas grills. Near
Max Patch and the
Appalachian Trail.

K-N-M Stone Works
Kevin Massey
1055 South Fork Rd.
Marshall, NC 28753
828 649-3936
knmstonework@highstream.net
Retaining walls, sidewalks,
patios, waterfalls. Excavating
services, trackhoe, dump truck,
skid-steer.Rework driveways,
final grades, gravel hauled.

Kraft-Made 
Gift Baskets
Melanie Kraft
4775 Revere Rd.
Marshall, NC 28753
828 656-2161
manskraft1@aol.com
Gift baskets, party favors 
- all occasions.

Marshall House 
Bed & Breakfast Inn
Ruth & Jim Boylan
100 Hill Street
Mail: PO Box 865
Marshall, NC 28753
828 649-9205
Fax: 828 649-2784
ruth@marshallhouse.org
www.marshallhouse.org
Built 1903 - Eight guest rooms,
children, smoking, and pets
allowed.Our cats and dog will
make you right at home.

Renaissance Ventures
Ms. Anissa Leavell
2 S. Main St.
Weaverville 28787
828 658-8441
Fax: 828 658-8444
aleavell@renvent.com
www.renvent.com
Real estate, development,
conservation communities.

Scenic Wolf 
Mountain Resort
Tim Bryant
Scenic Wolf Drive
Mars Hill, NC 28754
Mail: 501-A College Street,
Asheville, NC  28801
828 253-3335
Fax:  828-253-8920
tbryant@scenicwolfresort.com
www.scenicwolfresort.com
A year-round resort offering
cabin sales and rentals.
Unmatched views and easy
access to ski slopes.

Shambhala Mosaics 
by Zane
David Zane
68 Green Valley Drive
Mars Hill NC 28754
828 689-9624
shambhalamosaics@earthlink.net
shambhalamosaics.com
Art - Mosaic art ranging from
mirrors to tables. Custom
orders welcome.Workshops
taught in various locations.
Showing in several mountain
galleries.

Weaverville Realty
Cindy & John Ward
38 White Thorn Drive
Alexander, NC 28701
828 658-0700
Fax: 828 658-3994
caward@weavervillerealty.net
www.WeavervilleRealty.net
North Buncombe and Madison
County Professional Realtors.

Western Carolina 
Business Journal
Rick Corbitt
201 Westgate Parkway
Asheville, NC 28806
828 252-7771
Fax: 828 255-7707
e-mail: rick@wcbj.biz
website: www.wcbj.biz
Business news publication
covering Western North
Carolina.

Wolf Laurel Realty
Richard Hansen
91 Village Lane
Mars Hill, NC 28754
Toll Free: 1-888-689-5001
828 689-5000
Fax: 828 680-9407
info@wolflaurel.com
website: www.wolflaurel.com
The only real estate firm inside
the gated community. Full-
service including home and lot
sales, rentals and property
management.

Welcome NEW 2005 Chamber Members


